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CHRISTMAS, YEAR A. Isaiah 52:7-10, Hebrew 1:1-1-6, John 1:1-18 

 
Today we celebrate the day, when “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth…” God entered our human history.  The opening verse of 
the second reading captures it in this way: “In many and various ways God spoke 
of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in these last days, he has spoken to us 
by a Son…” This is the good news of salvation. The liturgy offers us an opportunity 
to reflect on a theme: The Word Was Made Flesh. St. Athanasius says in his 
treatise: 'De Incarnatione', that the Word of God "was made man so that we 
might be made God; and he manifested himself through a body so that we might 
have the idea of the unseen Father, and he endured the insolence of men that we 
might inherit immortality," 54:3. Dear friends, Christmas is beyond eating and 
drinking, it is a day or season to bear witness to the person of Christ, Rom14:17, a 
moment of sober reflection in a prayerful mood. The concept 'Christmas’, sterns 
from two words: 'Christ' and 'Mas', meaning Christ's mas (Christ’s sacrificial 
celebration). The Christmas season celebrates the incarnation, when the divine 
came among us giving new hope and energy, at the same time calling for a 
response of trust and generosity. Christmas is an opportunity that creates a 
climate which encourages us to reveal the love of God in us. Just as the spring 
assures the growth of crops, so Christmas assures the growth of love. Christmas 
is a feast of the heart. It reveals to us what the heart of God is like. It was God 
who started it all when he gave us the gift of his Son. 
 

The prophecy of Isaiah established God as the reward giver to those who trust 
and keep his word. As the people of God leave Babylon, they were to be pure, 
not to think of taking root in Babylon, but depart not in flight for the Lord will go 
before them. Babylon is no place for Israelites, confer Isaiah 52:11. With this word 
God stirred up the spirits of those that were moved to go up. This is a call to all of 
us who have settled in Babylon, the bondage of sins, feasting with the devil to 
make good use of the liberty that Christ has given to us. This reading echoes the 
reward of God to those who bear witness to the Good News. How beautiful upon 
the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who publishes peace, 
and salvation, says to Zion.  Sharing Jesus with others is a necessity of celebrating 
Christmas in its essence. The Lord comes with joy and to comfort his people 
especially those in darkness. 
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The letter to the Hebrews tells us that God spoke to our fathers in many and 
various ways but in this last age God has spoken to us through his Son- Jesus 
Christ. The birth of Jesus was a direct communication of God to humanity. It 
makes the unseen God to be nearest and real to us. Paul says, ‘he is the image of 
the unseen God’, Col1:15. Though he was God but stoop low and emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, Phil 2:5-9, John 1:1-2,14. The birth of Jesus is God’s own 
way of saying to us, “I love you and even if you don’t love me back, I will keep on 
loving you till you are saved. I love you so much, I give you my only son as a 
sacrifice for your good.” Jesus’ coming is to purify humanity and present her 
immaculately before God’s throne. 
 
The Gospel passage makes us understand that Jesus is the Word of God that was 
with God at the beginning and at the appointed time, he took flesh and lived 
among us. Therefore, our chief celebrant is the Word of God made flesh. The 
mission of the Word is to give light to a world shrouded in darkness. He would 
declare in John’s Gospel: “I am the Light of the world, he who follows me will not 
walk in darkness but will have the light of life,” John 8:12. But the saddest point is 
that those to whom he came did not accept him. Unfortunately, our generation 
is not different, the rejection of Jesus continues in our world in various forms. The 
way we celebrate the birthday of Jesus our Savior will indicate to what extent to 
which we accept or reject him. Some Christians get so involved in material 
preparations that they forget the spiritual. It is often said and rightly so, that 
“Christ is the reason for the season”. If this is so, then he should be at the center 
of all our celebration. If I may ask, how did we prepare for this celebration. The 
Church gave us the season of Advent. How did we utilize the season? If well, then 
our celebration of this day should really be meaningful to us and will help us to 
make an impact in our society presently enveloped in the darkness. 
 
Our celebration can be in vain and vague if Jesus is not there. There was a great 
birthday celebration that was the talk of the town before the day. Everyone was 
there, expensive food and drinks flowed like water, everyone had everything he 
or she needed. The servers did not stop serving and the musician kept singing. 
There was no Master of Ceremony, everyone just knew what to do. It was not 
until towards the end of the party when people started leaving that they noticed 
the celebrant was not even present. They felt so ashamed because they had come 
to catch fun but forgot to bring gifts or even ask for the celebrant. Year after year, 
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this is how many of us Christians celebrate Christmas. The question is: “Where is 
Jesus in our Christmas celebration today? 
 
Dear friends, Christmas is more than mere physical celebration. It is not just 
eating and drinking but joy in the Holy Spirit. It is not a time to indulge in 
immorality of any sort. It is a time of sober reflection. It is a time to pray and 
awaits the arrival of the Messiah into our hearts. It is a time to reach out to the 
poor, if we don’t have anything to give to Jesus in the poor, our Christmas 
celebration will be meaningless and unrewarding. Christmas must be celebrated 
with spiritual undertone. This season is of love and sharing, that is the love of God 
among us. May God help us to taste the peace that only he can give. The peace 
which surpasses all understanding, which this world cannot give. The peace we 
need desperately in our world. The peace no one can take away from us. 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. MAY THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS 
ENVELOP YOU ALL. LOVE YOU ALL. 
 


